Why the Greenhouse Motif? A
Short History of Horticulture in

Brighton-Allston

Willlam Marchione
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Reverend Frederic A. Whitney  Brighton’s Flrst Chljch (Unltarlan)
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Brighton's

Cultivating
Gentlemen”




Bellvue Estate, the residence of Samuel Wyllys Pomeroy, one of
entlemen” of Massachusetts
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' The Gorham Parsons Estate, on Faneuil Street
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The Brighton Fair & Cattle

Shows, 1816-1835
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THE MASSACHUSETTS, SOCIETY

FOR PROMOTING AGRICULTURE

Both Pomeroy and Parsons were early
leaders of the Massachusetts Society
for Promoting Agriculture---Pomeroy
serving as First Vice President from
1813 to 1823; Parsons as Recording

Secretary from 1823 to 1833.
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The Winship School, dating from 1899, atop Agricultural Hill

WINSHIP SCHOOL, BRIGHTON, MASS.
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Agricultural Hall,
which was moved
from the crest of
Agricultural Hill, into
Brighton Center in
the 1840s, and was
converted into a
hotel, one of some
20 hotels that
accomodated the
drovers, cattle
dealers and farmers
who visited the
Brighton Cattle
Market on a weekly
basis
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Edward

Corey
Sparhawk






Captain
Jonathan
Winship,

1778-1849







A Boston & Roxbury Mill Dam Stock Certificate, dated October
1819, to Captain Jonathan Winship
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Captain Jonathan Winship House, built | 1823,

Winship’s Gardens, North Brighton




NOTE: |
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Edward Augustus
Story, Superintendent
of Winship’s
Gardens, carried on
a horticultural
business on the site
of the former nursery,
for the next 35 years










Early MHS Officers & Councilors

Joseph Breck, President, 1859-1862; Vice President, 1858

William C. Strong, President, 1871-1874; Vice President,
1860-1870: Recording Secretary, 1852-1855

Francis Lyman Winship, Recording Secretary, 1856-1865

Charles H. B. Breck, Vice President, 1876-1879 & 1882-
1900
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The Horticulturalists of North

Allston









James Lloyd Lafayette Warren
of Brighton:

“The Father of California
Agriculture”




James Lloyd Lafayette Warren,
Brighton horticulturalist, Boston
businessman, and social reformer:

. “The Father of California Agriculture”
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Visitors to Warren’s Nonantum Vale Gardens
Included the so-called Great Triumvirate of
U.S. Senators

Henry Clay of Daniel Webster of John C. Calhoun
Kentucky Massachusetts of South Carolina
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Circa 1850 Advertisement offering Nonantum Vale Nursery for
sale




JLLF Warren’s Agricultural Supply Store, Sacramento, California
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Joseph Breck of Brighton:

Massachusetts’ Leading
Horticulturalist




Joseph Breck,
preeminent
horticulturalist in
Massachusetts, editor
of the New England
Farmer, founder of
Joseph Breck & Son
Agricultural Supply
House (the Breck Seed
Company derives from
this enterprise), and
President of the
Massachusetts
Horticultural Society
from 1859 to 1862
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FLOWER-GARDEN ;

BRECK’S BOOK OF FLOWERS;

IN WHICH ARE DESCRIBED
e press =
: o i S 2
ALL THE VARIOUS HARDY HERBACEOUS PERENNTALS, AN-
NUALS, SHRUBBY PLANTS, AND EVERGREEN TREES,
DESIRABLE FOR ORNAMENTAL PURPOSES,

WITH DIRECTIONS FOR THEIR CULTIVATION.

BY JOSEPH BRECK,

SEEDSMAN AND FLORIST, AND FORMER EDITCR OF THE NEW ENGLAND FARMER AND THB
MORTICULTTKAL RLGISTLR.

BOSTON:
PUBLISHED BY JOIIN P. JEWETT & COMPANY,
Nos. 17 & 19 Cornhill.

1851.




Garden Design by Joseph Breck
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B " Joseph Breck & Sons
headquarters in Boston,
adjacent to Quincy Market




[llustration from
one of the many
profusely
lllustrated
catalogs that the
Breck firm
Issued over the
years




H. B. BRECK.




Horace Gray:

Father of the Boston Public
Garden










NONANTUM,
BRIGCGHTON.







St., Sebastian’s Country Day School Building, the converted Gray
Mansion




Horace Gray, Jr John Chipman Gra



The Horace
Gray
Residence,
Kingston
Street, Boston
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William Chamberlain Strong:

The Horticulturalist as
Entrepreneur




Brighton
Horticulturalist and
entrepreneur
William
Chamberlain
Strong, who
bought Gray’s
Nursery in 1848---
President of the
Mass Horticultural
Society, 1859-
1862
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Strong also
pioneered
the ice
cutting
iIndustry in
Brighton,
excavating
two Ice
Cutting
ponds
(Chandler’s
and
Strong’s
Ponds) in
the
Nonantum
Valley
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The Elliott Nursery






the Strong property was purchased by William Elliott

In the 1880s







Evergreen Cemetery: A Local

Horticultural Legacy



Brighton’s rural-
style Evergreen
Cemetery, which
opened in 1850,
promoted and
designed by
local
horticulturalists
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Some Lesser Horticultural

Luminaries










The Samuel Jackson House
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Samuel Jackson’s
son, William
Jackson, a
prominent engineer
who designed the
Harvard Bridge
across the Charles
River, and William
Jackson Avenue,
which runs through
the grounds of the
former nursery, was
named in his honor




The Harvard Bridge, Charles River
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The Holbrow Nursery; The

Last of Brighton’s Large-scale
Horticultural Enterprises
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The Holbrow Flowere Shop
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Foriste Decorator

1890
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Gile Holbrpw






