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one at Last!
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E OLD CATTLE YARDS
ABANDONED.

Sketch of the Institution that
has Made the Town Fam- |
ous for a Century. ‘

T

/
The Establishment of o
! Now Suburban
IRésort.

v
“q)

Lut Wednesday the buying and sell-
5 Ing of live stock at the old cattle yards
was brought to a close, and a brief
g skeu;h of the establishment will no
: doubt be of much interest to the eiti-
!em of the district and to our readers
generally.
"1 The establishment of the market
: Ia.'the sale of cattle in Brighton was
oooval with the Revolutionary war,
originated in the demand (ora

‘.l

y, which encamped in Cambndg’c.
pnder. command of General Washing-
b0, | The Cattle Fair Hotel Corpora-
pwas incorporated March 12, 1830, |
d, next to the Milldam Corporatlon,

the oldest chartered corporation

he Shze. The Tremont House
grporation in Boston was next. The

aiton Corporation built the hotel
d Constructed the system of yards,
Aing abont. nine acres of land in

= =——=ww==l{hrough the suburbs.
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The Tollowing have been the propri
etors of the hotel up to the present
date: Judson Murdock, Z. B. Porter,
W. G. Wilson & Larkin Wright, (the

latter copartncrship was dissolved after
three years, and W, G. Wilson contin-

. - ——

ued as proprietor); thcn followed T.
J. Crawford & Co., Blaisdell & Atwood,
T. J. Dunbar & Co., with a Mr. Tyler
| as their agent, who was succeeded by
George Goodnow in the same position;
T. H. Broderick, Abel Harrington & |
Son, and the late proprietor, J. I. Nes-
mith.

The first break was when the North-
ern railroads began to transport cattle
over the Boston & Lowell and the
Fitchburg, and" the idea of a cattle
market at North Cambridge was start-
ed. Unfortunately for the parties at
Brighton, about this time there was
'some misunderstanding between the
cattle fair corporation and old Zach
Porter, one of the most popular land-
lords with the public and the habitues
of the Brighton market. Porter &
Meacham of Watertown purchased a
large property on the line of the Fitch-
 burg railroad at North Cambridge, and
laid it out for cattle yards, and estab-
lished a hotel, which for several years
was immensely popular.  Stephen
Bennet, the largest stockholder in the
cattle fair corporation, had years be-
fore foreseen the possibilities of a new
cattle market somewhere on the line of
the Fitchburg railroad, and when the
Watertown branch was opened he had
decided that Watertown would be the
proper pluace, and when the Abijah
White property was sold in 1830, he
purchased its mansion and grounds
with some such intention.

Petar Brigham, one of the directors

aot the Fitchburg railroad, entertained

the same 2inion‘ but Porter& Meach- |
 $og r *- B}

It will
also be a fine road house for the con-

bar in a Iess exposed place,

and the immense pleasure driving
It is a central

stopping place ‘for the Milldam travel
| to Newton, and from Harvard College
and Mount Auburn to Chestnut Hill
Resgervoir, Jamaica Plain and Brook-
line. A large area will be reserved
and tastefully and ornamentally laid
out with a handsome iron fence ex-
tcndm" around the whole front, with
the cxceplion of the driveways, and
a plan for the grading of a space some
fifty or more feet in circumference at
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ithe corner of Washington and Market
'strccts. and the erection thercon of an
elegant foun has been thought of.
Negoliationsﬁc been in process for
some time and at last were concluded,

y which the corporation has leased
ghe hotel for a. term of years to Mr.
JFrancis E. Balch, who for several years
ko successfully managed the catering
dor Memorial Hall, Harvard College,
and who is thoroughly qualified to
make it what he proposes to have it—
second in elegance, comfort and con-
venience to no hotel outside of Boston
proper,

The remaining portion of the nine
acres belonging to the corporation will
be graded and laid out for building
lots, with two cross-sectional avenues,
so that the whole area will be sur-
rounded by streets and avenues. As |
before remarked, these lots will be ‘
among the most sightly and pleasant
in the entire district. In 1873, when |
the town was annexed to Boston, there
was a plan for extending what is now
Market street over Charles river to |
Cambridge, and to a point in the latter |
city which would make a broad and di- l
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rect aveilue from Mount Auburn to
the Reservoir. There appears to be |
no reason why this important improve- :
ment should not at once be under-
taken. There is but one thing remain- |
ing to be done in order to make the l
district one .of the most desirable of
the suburbs of Boston, and that is the
extension of Commonwealth avenue l
‘to- Chestnut Iill Reservoir; and w

are pleased to note the fact that §50,- a|

Brighton’s New Market. °
The monotony which has pervaded
the Boston & Albany stock yards dur-

i mg the past six months was tnfol:c:ul

on last Wednesday. The change mt
the inauguration of a market by thev
drovers, speculators and jobbers who,.

“| for many years, have made the old:
- | stock \ards in the center of the wnrds
. | théir headquarters.

The efforts of)
several eastern drovers to locate the:
market at the Watertown stock yards’
proved a most unsuccessful task. A’
visit to the Watertown vards found a
?cw drovers looking for customers, but
not many were to be seen. The com-4
ing to the Brighton market to purchase |
a milch cow or a pair of working oxen
has been €0 long the custom that to di- 7
vert buyers to Watertownzwill be a,
task not easy to accomplish, and will -
require more cnegetic skill than has |
yet been shown by a few drovers from '
the State of Mainei «The quarters fur- |

yards are well adapwd for the trade,

lessee to make any and all necessary ,
arrangements for the comfort of both

the buying and selling interests. The

dealers in live stock exptessed them-
selves as being el pl
eales on the‘opkning day,
‘cede that it was the bestd

and no pains will be spared by the |

0

nished by the Boslon & Albany stock
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n, The Cattle Fair Hotel Corpora-
B incorporated March 12, 1830, |
ext to the Milldam Corporation,
the oldest chartered corporation
he State. The Tremont House

Aoration in Boston was next. The
Brighton Corporation built the hotel
bod constructed the system of yards, |
soyering about nine acres of land in|
s canter of the village, with all facil- |
Hfiea for the transaction of the large
Business growing out of the market.

b gales of cattle for the ten years
ne in 1845 from this market aver-
4 §2,000,000 per annum. The act
corporation was a peculiar one,
" Fand granted a wide scope of privileges.
original incorporators are all dead,

-

¢ is a singular fact that they are

-

resented almost without exception
neal descendants.
“The original of the Cattle Fair Hotel
g situated on level ground, on what
was known then as the Roxbury path
leading from the tanneries in Brook-
s, and laid down in Governor Dud-
’s map, about on the site of the
present residence of John H. Pierce.
& was known as“the * Bull’s~Head,”
wd' was kept by Hastings; but the
fost of pumping up water to supply
jé cattle yards led to the removal of
tel and yards to the present loca-
oL, *ée'water .could be obtained
1 pipes.  The original structure
oration was two stories in
yut ias'_,bnsinm increased it
emed essential to maise it one
¢ Nor was this all the rea-
e, Cattle Fair Hotel had got a
s road house long before
ik was ‘thought. of, and
3t West Roxbury, Mur-
abridge, Old Whit's on
arn i e and the Spring
own had begun to
eputation. For ten
aftle Faig Hotel had
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| proper place, and when the Abijah

cattle market somewhere on the line of
the Fitchburg railroad, and when the
Watertown branch was opened he had
decided that Watertown would be the

White property was sold in 1850, he
purchased its mansion and grounds
with some such intention.

Petar Brigham, one of the directors
of the Fitchburg raiiroad, entertained

M&M"!“ Porter & Meach- !
am had obtained too woord A foothold,
and the Cambridge market was too
well established to risk 2 change, awd
the Watertown movement, for the
time bling, lapsed. But upon the

| death of Meacham, who survived Por-

ter several years, it Wiis found that the
property would have 1o be peremptes
rily sold. Brigham then secured sev-
er:\l acres of land belonging to the old
Larned estate in Watertown, and the
Fitchburg Railroad C rporation built
an elegant hotel, erxct extensive cat-
tle sheds and lail out cattle vards,
This was fourtecn years ago, though
while the Cattle Fair Hotel and the
Jrighton cattle market existed, and
the traditions remained, it was impos-
sible to hyeak up old cusioms. The
ton & Albany railroad company
‘tried it when it built the new hotel
'and laid out the new stock yards, and
¢ success of the Union market at
SWatertown has been only partial. But
‘the Cattle Fair Jlotel. as such, has
‘ceased to exist,and the weekly markets
associated with it ave among the mem-
ories of the past.
This much for the past; and now as
‘to what the corporation propose to do.
The hotel will be entirely remodeled
'and fitted up in the finest style as an
apartment hotel, and for the accommo-
dation of summer boaders, by finishirg
the second floor into suites, and mak-
ing additional pariors on the lower
floor, and by the building of a fine
office: in what is now an exceedingly

‘-‘5) MR ARAL AR e

rect aveilue from Mount Auburn to
the Reservoir. There appears to be
no reason why this important improve-

|

ment should not at. once be under- {

taken. There is but one thing remain-

ing to be done in order to make the |

district one of the most desirable of
the suburbs of Boston, and that is the
extension of Commonwealth avenue
to Chestnut Iill Reservoir; and w

are pleased to note the fact that £50,-
000 has been appropriated with which
to commence work upon the avenue
at once, an’d now it only remains for

1emands for the entire completion of
Massachusetts avenue.
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large, bar_poom, thereby pladng B

the citizens to be persevering in their |
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